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PERSONAL SORROW & | 
WORLD SUFFERING 


WN our last appeal we told of an “act of 
Providence ” by which we had benefited— 
the illness of a friend who gave to our fund 
a sum which he regarded as unearned wages. 
Not wishing to profit by anyone's misfortune, 
we expressed the hope that, when such an 
“act” occurred again it might be in a form 
that could be recommended for general 
imitation. 

Things have not turned out like that. A 
cheque for £5 recently reached us from one 
who desired to give us the money rather than 
spend it upon a wreath for a young friend 
who had passed away after long suffering. 
Our sympathy goes to all who know the 
poignant grief of such a loss. We can only 
hope for our friends that this experience, 
which comes someday to all, may be long 
delayed; though in that case we can expect 
few similar windfalls. 


A century ago, when young John Bright 
was stunned by the early death of his wife, 
Richard Cobden came to him in his grief and 
described the sufferings of their fellow-men 
in direst misery, needing just the help that 
Bright with his brilliant gifts could bring 
them. So began their great partnership in 
service for human betterment. 


Human life the world over is today full of 
bitter suffering, both physical and_ spiritual. 
It is a challenge to us in the PPU, who 
believe we can help others to understand the 
causes of it and, whether by personal service 
or by financial support, unite to remove them. 
What splendid earnestness this friend has 
shown who, in the midst of his personal 
sorrow, has thought first of the world-wide 
suffering that results from war, and has so 
generously supported our efforts to prevent its 
recurrence. 

MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Joint Treasurers 

Contributions to HQ Fund since July 18: 
£2 10s. Year’s total to date: £242 176. 2d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
““ Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


LIBERATE MANKIND 
— FROM WAR! 


Tomorrow’s call in 
Trafalgar Square 


“ Europe, a fragmented and broken-up continent 
filled with people glaring at each other in hate, is 
the greatest problem now facing mankind... . 

“Who knows what the world of tomorrow will 
bring in the way of new madness... ? ; 

“The most awful calamity in history has over- 
taken Europe. Do not ask me who is the enemy— 
I do not know. It may be ourselves, We do not 
know what is going to breed out of this war. 
Forces that have been kept under by civilisation 
are now unchained. The world will be alive with 
danger.” 


HAT IS ViCTORY—in the words of 
General Smuts on June 30. The greatest 
war-machine the world has ever seen 

brought ruin, not security. But a world filled 

with new weapons, ever more terrible, will 
inevitably bring forth new aggressors and 


disastrous wars. 

Believing that the only real hope is to remove the 
causes of war, and for the peoples of the world to 
deprive their governments of the right, the power and 
the means to make war, the Peace Pledge Union is 
holding a demonstration on ‘“ Peace and the People” 
in Trafalgar Square, London, tomorrow (Saturday), 
from 2.30 to 4.30. 

The speakers will be: the Rev. Patrick Figgis, Henry 
Hilditch, John Morley, Stuart Morris, Sybil Morrison, 
Mary Murry, Donald Port, Reginald Sorensen, Roy 
Walker, and Wilfred Wellock. 


.... AND THIS IS PEACE 


Out of common human suffering there must be born 
common human action to outlaw war. Peace must be 
broad-based on the common consent of the peoples of 
the world, not dependent on statesmen and alliances. 

The peoples of the world need not hate or fear each 
other. Peace is the common interest of them all. Let 
them throw away their weapons and join hands to 
outlaw future war. The Peace Pledge Union believes 
that Britain should lead the way. 

That will be the challenge and the appeal of 
tomorrow's demonstration. It is not an attempt to get 
snap decisions from those who attend. They will not 


An Austrian with first-hand experience 
of Nazism describes 


HOW POTSDAM 
COULD HELP 


by GERD TREUHAFT 


As a representative of the Austrian “ High School 

News Service” in Nazi Germeny, the writer of this 

article had excellent opportunities for studying 

developments inside that country. Later he was 

imprisoned in the Dachau and Buchenwald concen- 
tration-camps. 


AZI Germany, as a European military 

Power, has been completely defeated by 

the military superiority of the Allies. 
But this does not mean that the economic 
system of Nazi Germany, or even of Nazi 
Europe, has been proved to have been dis- 
advantageous to the common people. 

Nor has Allied military victory brought an ideological 
victory of freedom to the German people or even to the 
people of Europe. The high-powered Nazi propaganda, 
which had been spread throughout the whole Continent 
for more than twelve years, has left still-visible roots. 

Why has the mass-psychology produced by the Nazi 
doctrine survived? Are our counter-measures less 
efficient than the original propaganda ? How is it that 
men in Belgium or Luxemburg are still saying that it 
wasn’t so bad to live under the Nazis, or even going so 
far as to say that it was better under Hitler than it is 
now after liberation ? 


Has Nazism survived? 


Various reports have reached me, not from former 
“eollaborators ” or fifth-columnists but from men who 
worked for the Allied Intelligence Service on the Con- 
tinent and have been in close contact with the man-in- 
the-street there. Their reports, together with others 
from inside Germany about the illegal activities of 
former members of the Nazi Party, must bring before 
s the question: “Has Nazism survived? ” 


| be asked to decide on the spot—but to decide soon. 


The price of Japane 


SECOND THOUGHTS IN U.S.A. 


ORE and more Americans 

are beginning te wonder 

whether the extortion of 
unconditional surrender from 
the Japanese is not a mistaken 
policy. 

It is now generally accepted that a 
Serious offer of peace from Japan was 
made, very much on the terms given 
im these columns (July 6) ; and it is 
now suggested that another is to 
come. No doubt exists in the Ameri- 
¢an mind that a very high proportion 
of Japanese soldiers are prepared to 
go to absolutely certain death in doing 
which they believe to be tkgeir duty 
to their sacred Emperor, 

What the Nazis talked of doing the 
Japanese do. In consequence, a num- 


ber of influential. Americans are 
thinking hard. 


The case against 
[—®. REINHOLD NIEBURR lately 


came forward with a strong plea 
for the offer of something better 
than unconditional surrender to the 
Japanese (Time, July 2). Since then, 
the influential Luce magazines (Time, 
Life, and Fortuney have taken this 
line editorially : on the double ground 
that Japan is already prepared to 
accept all the concrete political and 
military demands whieh the USA 
policy requires, and that the willing- 
ness of the Japanese soldiers to die 
rather than surrender is now go 
patent that the cost in American 
casualties, before unconditional sur- 
sender is achieved, will be fearful. 
Officials confess that they have no 
pattern of logical conduct which they 
ean apply to Japan as they did to 
Germany, says a New York message 
(Daily Telegraph, July 18). “ Japan 
may collapse next week or continue 
to fight for two or more years.” Un- 
less there is a sudden collapse, it 
seems likely that the voice of sanity 


will prevail* and definite terms be 
offered to Japan. 


Austria’s plight 


TPE rosy accounts given by the 

Russian-controlled wireless of con- 
ditions in the Russian zone—accounts 
which were often naively accepted at 
face-value—have been corrected by 
the first-hand report which the 
emissary of Dr. Renner’s provisional 
government in Austria, who is seek- 
ing help for that stricken country, 
has given in Paris. Without waiting 
for the decisions of the Peace Con- 
ference, the Russian central govern- 


ment is stripping the conquered 
country bare, of cattle, machinery, 
transport, telephones, money — of 


everything that makes a civilized life 
possible, As a kind of compensation 
for this it is allowing a certain free- 
dom to political parties. 

There is, if not deliberate cynicism, 
in this process of economic spoliation 
and_ political liberation, a striking 
application of the materialistic philo- 
sophy of Russia. Politics is an 
obsolete game. Control the economics, 
and leave the politics to the fools who 
still believe in them. Politics is only 
worth controlling, or eliminating, so 
long as it controls the economics. 
country stripped bare can be allowed 
to have as many political parties as 
it likes to divert its attention from its 
own desolation. 


Berliners’ attitude 


EN this methodical and rather terri- 

fying thoroughness the confusedly 
democratic mind of the West is up 
against a new phenomenon. The con- 
trast between the conduct of the last 
stages of the war by the Western 
Allies and the Russians is strangely 
luminated. From the West there was 
devastation-bombing on a prodigious 
scale, from the East nothing of the 


se surrender 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


kind : so that it was supposed that the 
Russians were aiming at reconciling 
the Germans to their rule. Not un- 
reasonably : but how naively! The 
Russians were sparing the material 
wealth of Germany in order to take 
possession of it. German lives were 
valueless : but German machines were 
precious. 

Into his perfunctory report of in- 
scrutable Potsdam, The Times corres- 
pondent. (July 18) slips this vivid 
description of the attitude of the 
Berliners of the Russian zone. 

‘‘Blindly, they welcome our arrival from 
the West, almost as a liberation from a 
vengeance which, from all one hears, has 
been exacted to the full—and, on the law of 
an eye for an eye, with justification.” 


Prospects for Communism 


FYROM this first meagre instalment 

of first-hand accounts of what the 
Russians are actually doing one might 
deduce that Communism is not likely 
to sweep over Western Europe. The 
reaction of the Austrians to their 
treatment is that in the factory elec- 
tions the Socialists outnumber the 
Communists by 10 to 1. German Com- 
munists must already be feeling the 
draught. They are in the awkward 
position of having to commend the 
systematic spoilation of the means 
whereby their countrymen (them- 
selves included) live; and the sacri- 
fice to the new Poland of such huge 
tracts of German territory as will 
permanently reduce the German 
standard of living. 

“Even the Communista may wonder what 
future there is for a German political party 
which will presumably have to endorse and 
justify the Polish occupation of Pomerania 
and Silesia ’’ (Manchester Guardian, July 18.) 

But there is a great deal of 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


An understanding of the psychol- 
ogy of Nazism, of its political 
ideology (which was supported by 
an outstanding propaganda-offen- 
sive), is the necessary first step to- 
wards answering this question, To 
judge the  mass-psychology of 
Nazism, you must have been part of 
an audience in the Sportpalast or in 
the Deutschlandhalle in Berlin in 
one of the years between 1933 and 
1989, listening to Hitler or Goebbels. 

You must have observed the re- 
action of the mass when Goebbels 
said: “I know we have no raw 
materials, we are a poor nation, they 
don’t like us. Yes, outside Germany, 
they even calculated the collapse of 
our régime during the first 12 months 


(CONTINED ON BACK PAGE.) 


BENJAMIN BRITTEN, the com- 
poser, photographed at a foodless 
luncheon and Press conference 
held in the Ambassador Hotel, 
London, last Friday, to protest at 
the extravagant eating and drink- 
ing of the Potsdam Conference 
while Europe goes hungry. (Story 
on page 3.) 
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An Open Letter to 
young electors 


General Election is of it- 
self an education in 
democracy. 


In the electoral contests of 1906 
and 1910 I canvassed for C. F. G. 
Masterman and Silvester Horne. In 
course of time I discerned that my 
terrific enthusiasm and the good 
fortune of such magnificent candi- 
dates in the constituencies where I 
happened to live, did not wholly 
justify either my youthful faith that 
a sweeping Liberal victory would 
mean a brave new world on the 
morrow of the poll, or my shouting, 
till I completly lost my-voice, for Mr. 
Asquith and his Government. 


The Labour Party 
MANY years went by. In spite of 


the first world war, which ought 
to have taught me more discre’ion, I 


PEACE 


POLLING BOOTH OR 
SALUTING BASE ? 


experienced again the same almost 
boundless enthusiasm when the 
Labour Party first took office in this 
country. 

We used to stand patiently for 
hours out-ofdoors in the crowd, 
sometimes in the rain, watching the 
results till 1 or 2 a.m, as they came 
in, projected by lantern on to a wall 
or improvised screen, roaring party 
songs to while away the time. Nowa- 
days you sit in vour arm-chair at 
home and have them announced to 
you by the BBC. But you miss some- 
thing of the thrill that used to be 
ours. 

Even after the disillusionment of 
Labour’s first attempt at government, 
when a few years later it tried again, 
I still hoped against hope for the 
long-delayed new world. In the 
meantime, I have missed twe General 
Elections through life abroad; besides 
which much else has happened. And 
yet, as early this month I again 
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All correspondence on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


Problems of recovery 


[THE coming winter in Europe will 
be terrible. Even if all the 
nations in the world were united in 
the resolve to lighten the burden of 
suffering it would still be terrible. 

Suppose that the large-scale best 
Should happen. That the USA 
should accept the terms of peace the 
Japanese are ready to offer, and turn 
its unique resources towards helping 
the whole world to recovery. 

That would not save the world, in 
which the final process of material 
and spiritual destruction has raged 
unchecked since 1939, from a long 
period of misery: even supposing 
that principles and means had been 
devised by which the world could be 
helped. 

But those principles and means 
have not been devised. For one 
country really positively to help 
another in a period of world- 
shortage such ag now exists requires 
that the society to be helped should 
be organised economically and poli- 
tically, 

Economically: The Times tells us 
that 100,000 tons of food are heaped 
on the quays of the Dalmatian ports; 
but for lack of transport only a 
trickle of supplies can reach the 
interior, where people are starving. 
It is much easier to carry those 
things 5 or 10 thousand miles across 
the ocean than to hump them the 2 
or 300 miles to where they are 
needed. 

Politically: Unless there s not 
merely an efficient but a just poli- 
tical organization those supplies will 
be used as a means to oppression of 
political opponents, and the moral 
debasement of those who do not dare 
to be political opponents. 


1/3d., by poet 1/4d. 


The Flowery 


highly successful underground souvenir 


prison magazine 


C.B.C.O., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE STOPPED 
A WAR 


An account of the 1920 strike 


against intervention in Russia 


by DONALD PORT 
6d post Id 
postage 1d. 


BOOKSHOP, Endsleigh 
Street, Londen, W.C.1 


There in a nutshell is the condition 
of Europe today. Even if the riches 
of USA were, through the conclusion 
of world-peace, and the generosity of 
the American people, to be placed at 
the world’s disposal, it would be like 
putting a rumpsteak before a starv- 
ing man. His body could not assi- 
milate it. 

The body of Europe is sick unto 
death. Whether it can be nursed into 
recovery is doubtful. Infinitely more 
doubtful is whether the will exists 
anywhere to nurse it, or permit itself 
to be nursed, into recovery. 

To nurse a nation into recovery is 
a delicate and complex operation. It 
is a moral as well as a physical 
transformation: a psychological as 
well as a material transfusion. In 
order to relieve it materially, you 
have to rebuild it morally. A 
moment’s thought will show you that 
in order that your bounty may be 
justly distributed your beneficiaries 
need to have a just local administra- 
tion. 

You will not easily find such a 
thing in Europe today; or in the 
whole world. Even in America the 
black market in meat is reckoned to 
be uncontrollable. Even in the 
modern Russian Utopia the black- 
market is simply legalized by being 
ealled the “ frea market.” Think of 
the eases of graft and wangling you 
have within your personal knowledge 
in this demi-paradise of England. 

It is the old story. The physical 
regeneration of the world cannot 
begin without its moral regeneration. 
And this war has been a moral land- 
slide of a magnitude unparalleled in 
human history. How significant it 
was that both ‘Herriot and Blum, 
coming out of captivity, where they 
had dreamed their dream of France, 
uttered an almost simultaneous cry: 
that moral, not political, revolution 
was the desperate need. 

That is true, everywhere. The 
spiritual capital of the world has been 
squandered. And no politics, in the 
old sense, will accumulate it again. 
The political programmes will come 
to nothing, because they will be 
wrecked on the universal moral 
nihilism. The time for refuge in 
abstractions has gone. The time for 
dreams of what the State will do 
for everybody is gone. The time for 
belief in the masses is gone. It now 
depends on the personal determina- 
tion of each one of us to build up, 
by slow, patient, and immediate 
effort, the simple trust in one another 
whereby alone the dying- world will 
one day come to life again. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


received a ballot-paper and entered 
the little voting-box, I felt a flutter 
of the old excitement of those far-off 
times when, not owning a latch-key, 
I could work and shout, but not vote, 
for a progressive victory. 


Berlin votes 


"[}HROUGHOUT 1918 I was in 
i prison, and could take no part 
in the fateful General Election of 
that year, 

In 1920 I watched young German 
people in Berlin flocking, sober and 
orderly, with due sense of respon- 
sibility, to exercise their newly-given 
right of universal franchise at the 
age of twenty. Their youthful hopes 
were doomed to be disillusioned and 
finally extinguished. 

On Mar. 5, 1933, took place the last 


Reichstag ~ elections that had the 
faintest semblance of democratic 
procedure about them. I passed and 


re-passed the local polling-stations in 
our Berlin suburb, giving the demo- 
cratic baled-fist salute to the 
courageous representatives of the 
Social-Democratic Party who, marked 
men, stood there all day with their 
placards. But in the Lustgarten my 
shouts of “ Freiheit’ were drowned 
in the mighty chorus of four hundred 
thousand democratic demonstrators. 

How far did our failure in 1918 
cause theirs in the years that ensued, 
down to the fatal climax in 19397 
And are we going to fail them again? 


Unter den Linden 


A FTER once more making my 
~ eross the other day in the 
familiar little wooden polling-booth 
at this latest British election, I 
opened the paper next morning to rub 
my eyes with a shock of startled and 
anxious astonishment. A large front- 
page illustration showed the “ Salut- 
ing Base” set up by the victors in 
Unter den Linden for a military 
march through Berlin. 

I recalled how the Nazis had cut 
down the beautiful trees to every- 
one’s distress, and laid a stone cause- 
way for military parades where the 
broad gravel walk, lined with number- 
less little green chairs, used to invite 
Berlin citizens in summer to sit 
under the Linden’s shade. “ Unter 
den lLaternen” the humorous 
Berliners renamed the proud central 


Words of Peace - No.135 


While there is a lower class I am 
in it; whilst there is a criminal 
element, I am of it; while there is a 
soul in prison, I am not free. 

—Eugene V. Debs. 


OO Muden 


“ And what’s the latest about 


by Corder Catchpool 


thoroughfare of their capital; for in 
place of the time-honoured Linden, 
the Nazis had erected four ugly rows 
of street-lamps. . 


Saluting Base... 


Now all is in ruins. All except the 
pompous brand-new Saluting 
Base, so horribly reminiscent of the 
Nazis at the height of their military 
pride. 
Hitler’s Saluting Stand for the 
birthday march-past of his new tanks 
and guns on Apr. 20 and other 


occasions, was. not in Unter den 
Linden, but a little further west, 
beyond the Brandenburger Tor, 


along the same broad way, the Char- 
lottenburger Chaussee, where there 
now stands a second Allied Saluting 
Base. How often have I seen there 
the outstretched arms and heard the 
shouts of “ Heil Hitler!” 

Who is going to be “heiled,” as 
other troops now march past the new 
saluting base amidst the ruins? And 
who is going to do the shouting? Not 
the German people. They had stopped 
shouting even before the war began, 
for at the parades from 1938 on- 
wards, when they began to suspect 
that it might really mean war, they 
generally maintained a sombre 
silence. 

And who now is bein “heiled ’? 
The question is insistent, and must be 
repeated. Truman, Stalin and 
Churchill? Yes, for great portraits 
of them are there, five or six times 
times life-size; but is not Power the 
real god to be honoured, as the Ger- 
man onlookers again gaze “in sullen 
silence,” whilst “massed tanks in 
formation four abreast, and armoured 
cars six abreast, headed the great 
march past of the British garrison.”? 

“Young Berlin,” we read in our 
papers, “ gets a thrill,” with pictures 
of them getting it. 


... And Ballot-Box 


HE older generation of German 

people at least have learned their 
lesson by bitter experience. Young 
electors of Britain, have you learned 
yours? 

Cherish the priceless democratic 
heritage of universal suffrage that 
you possess. It can still be the golden 
key that unlocks the door to the better 
world of which my _ generation 
dreamed, but was not to see. 

You have shared some of the ex- 
periences that have sobered though 
not extinguished my own early 
enthusiasm. The inestimable privi- 
lege has been yours of education in 
a far older, happier school of demo- 
eracy than any of my young German 
friends. 

Saluting Base or Polling Booth— 
choose between them for you cannot. 
have both. 


non-violent resistance, mate? ” 


Two 
I fist 
on the 
action ¢ 
see the 
The fun 
witness 
nised, 
Servic 
expressi 
supreme 
It also 
the ordi 
bourhoo 
on his o 
the paci 
gives in 
of publi: 
is more 
the ado} 
in inter1 
them w« 
day life 


The i 
takes so 
brings t 
only re 
commur 
portant 
pacifist 
assess t 
the qua 
true in 
ness, he 
to the ¢ 
that is 
engaged 
pacifism 
own loc 
much {¢ 
individu: 
isolation 

In th 
Units hi 
in demo 
work wh 
problem 
society. 

It is 
are urg 
some pl 
their ow 
tackled | 
taking it 
to meet 
will also 
what p: 
involves. 
giving 
tunity o 


CLA 


PLEAS 


LATES” 
before pul 

TERMS 
word, min 
extra). P 
payment, 
Maximum 
for Box ° 
Blackstock 

When ec 
an adver 
words, cla 

We resé 
advertiser 
quency of 


4 


GERMA 
children, 
tion, seek 
three-room 
alternative 
nr. Londa 

FARM 
chase de 
Garden h 
man, Wak 
ley, Bucks 

QUIET 
partial 1 
young mis 
social wor 

EAST 
nished re 
l or 2 pe 
123 Mill J 

BACHE 
accommod 
Leicestersl 


books, mu: 
58, 
RUSHM 
Home co 
Caters fe 
meetings 
Victor Sn 
Stoner & 


‘hpool 


al; for in 
xd Linden, 
ugly rows 


except the 

Saluting 
ent of the 
r military 


for the 
new tanks 
ind other 
Inter den 
her west, 
ger Tor, 
the Char- 
ere there 
| Saluting 
3een there 
heard the 


eiled,” as 
it the new 
uins? And 
ting? Not 
id stopped 
‘ar began, 
1938 on- 
«© suspect 
war, they 

sombre 


* heiled "? 
d must be 
lin and 
portraits 
six times 
Power the 

the Ger- 
‘in sullen 
tanks in 
armoured 
the great 
arrison.’’? 
d in our 
1 pictures 


x 


German. 
ened their 
. Young 
u learned 


emocratic 
‘age that 
the golden. 
the better 
-eneration 


f the ex- 
d though 
wn early 
ble _privi- 
ication in 
of demo- 
z German 


r Booth— 
ou cannot 


nate? ” 


gives indirect assistance in the field 


is more likely to give his assent to 
the adoption of non-violent methods 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND! WILL NEVER | 


SUPPORT OR SANZTION ANOTHER ct 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


PACIFISM IN 
ACTION 


Two main ways in which the paci- 

fist movement makes its impact 
on the community are through public 
action and service. Many people can 
see the importance of public action. 
The function of service in the pacifist 
witness is not always clearly recog- 
nised. 


Service not only gives _ practical 
expression to the pacifist faith in the 
supreme value of the human person. 
It also provides a demonstration to 
the ordinary man in his own neigh- 
bourhood and in relation to problems 
on his own doorstep of the efficacy of 
the pacifist way of life. This in turn 


of public action, for the ordinary man 


in international affairs if he has seen 
them working effectively in his every- 


day life. 


The individual pacifist who under- 
takes some form of social service and 
brings to it the pacifist approach not 
only renders valuable service to the 
community ; he also makes an im- 
portant contribution to the total 
pacifist witness, for people naturally 
assess the value of a man’s faith by 
the quality of his deeds. If this is 
true in the case of the individual wit- 
ness, how much more does it apply 
to the corporate witness of a group 
that is avowedly pacifist and is 
engaged in applying the principles of 
pacifism in relation to problems in its 
own locality. The total impact is 
much greater than that of the 
individual working in comparative 
isolation. 


In this respect Pacifist Service 
Units have played an important part 
in demonstrating that pacifism does 
work when it is faithfully applied to 
problems that have hitherto baffled 
society. 


It is for this reason that groups 
are urged to consider undertaking 
some piece of corporate service in 
their own locality that is not being 
tackled by the community. In under- 
taking it they will not only be helping 
to meet some vital human need. They 
will also learn in practical experience 
what pacifism means and what it 
involves. Above all, they will be 
giving their neighbours an _ oppor- 
tunity of seeing pacifism in action. 


KEN WOODROOEE 


Foodless lunch protest at 
“fleshpots of Potsdam” 


R. CHURCHILL’S high living at Potsdam is an offence 


that stinks to high heaven. 


This was the verdict of Benjamin 
Britten, the eminent composer and a Sponsor of the PPU, on | 


a moral crime.” 


It is a political indecency— 


“the fleshpots of Potsdam” at a Press conference which he 


called in London on Friday last. 


Mr. Britten said that he had been “ provoked into this by the news from 


Potsdam—and_ elsewhere—earlier this week.” 


form of a foodless Junch, as a “small 
gesture.” 


He wanted to encourage or shame 


those whose job it was to lead public 
opinion into treating our respon- 
sibility towards the hungry peoples 
of Europe as the terribly urgent 
problem it was. 


_What little we knew of actual con- 
ditions in Europe now justified the 
judgment of Herbert Lehman, 
Director-General of UNRRA: 

“Europe must depend heavily upon food 


imported from abroad. The alternative ia 
starvation. Nor is starvation the only danger. 


For with famine must inevitably come 
pestilence," 
Benjamin Britten recalled Mr. 


Churchill’s pledge of 1940 to 

“arrange for the speedy entry of food into 
any part of the enslaved area ... so that 
there will always be held up before the eyes 
of the people of Europe—including, I say 
it deliberately, the German and Austrian 
peoples—the certainty that the shattering of 
the Nazi power will bring to them all im- 
mediate food, freedom and peace.” 

No British statesman had_dis- 
avowed that: it remained an obliga- 
tion which we were bound to do our 
utmost to carry out. 


“Gorging themselves ” 


“ Now it is in this wrecked, beaten, 
hungry country,” went on Mr. 
Britten, “that the United Nations 
leaders have met. And the first news 
we get is that they are gorging them- 
selves on turkeys, hams, fresh eggs, 
juicy steaks, melons, strawberries, 
wines and whiskies. 

“All around is the stricken enemy 
people, hungry and facing greater 
hunger; not far away are the people 
of France, Belgium, Holland, Nor- 
way. They have been hungry for 
years and are still hungry.” 

Large numbers of people in the 
liberated countries were getting 
about half of our present food value 
and less than half of the Americans. 
In fact, nationally we and the United 
States were guilty of what outraged 
us when done on a grander scale at 
Potsdam. 

Would we share what there was 
according to need? Or cling des- 
perately to a privileged position— 
feed well at the expense of hungry 
friends? “TI’ll take the risk of 
expressing England’s answer,” Mr. 
Britten concluded. “ We’re ready to 
share.” 


The conference took the 


Atrocities and war 


V ITERS in PN have said that war was 

not the right method for dealing with 
those terrible atrocities (worse than even the 
war with its sorrow and suffering, and exist- 
ing apart from it). Can pacifists tell us 
what was the right way? Gentle words and 
kind actions? Negotiation?—when the Ger- 
man aim was European domination? The 
German people (for whom one has not hatred 
but a great pity) had no power against those 
Nazi Jeaders! 

No doubt the war may have temporarily 
“increased the scale and scope” of some of 
the cruelties, but they would have increased, 
without war, and would have lasted longer. 

LILIAN GRUNDY, 

6 Vale Crescent, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire. 


Dr. Alex. Wood queries whether aupport of 
the recent war was worse than acquiescence 
in German concentration camps, but his 
question implies an erroneous assumption. 
During the weeks of Danzig crisis that 
resulted in the war, not even the British 
propaganda machine pretended that Belsen 
and Dachau were objectives; it was, of course, 
the resurgence of German ‘political and 
econemic jnfluence—which the Nazis merely 
accelerated—that upset the balance of power 
agreeable to Anglo-French policy; in the 
euphemistic langnage of diplomacy, it was for 
“‘the integrity of Poland” that the war was 
declared. Only after the first stage was it 
announced from platform and pulpit as a 
“fight against evil things,” just as in 1914. 

Even a genuine campaign against atrocities 
could be justified only provided that it hit the 
right people and not the wrong ones; and 
those who might wage such a struggle should 
be quite certain that they themselves were 
free from sadistic tendencies and morally 
entitled to throw stones. 

JOHN NIBB. 


BM/JONIB, W.C.1. 


Critics converted 


Six months or more ago we wrote you, 
criticizing the tone of Peace News, accusing 
it of being ‘“‘too political," and too full of 
“carping criticism’ for a paper devoted to 
peace. We feel it only fair to write you again, 
and say that either its tone has altered, or 
we, in turn, have become less critical in our 
judgment of it, though naturally of this 
alteration (if it be real) in ourselves, we are 
unaware! Nevertheless, we have, or one of 
us has, a revolutionary idea of the sort of 
Peace News that might become = spiritual 
dynamite! Are you interested or your 
readers ? 

E. C. and V. H. MOTTRAM, 

Hope Cottage, Donhead St. Mary, 

Shaftesbury, Dorset. 


Critic answered 


A. G. Higgins (PN, July 13) quotes Christ 
to discredit Middleton Murry's pacifism. He 
may be right or wrong, but we find nothing 
of the apirit of pacifism or that of Christ in 
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Undeclared peace 


“On a little island near Okinawa, in 
the Ryukyus, the Japanese are 
waging an undeclared peace,” 
reported Stars and Stripes, July 14. 
“They won't fight, but they won't 
surrender.” Several parleys took 
place. 

The final meeting closed with a 
prayer “to the Supreme Being of, 
all faiths,” after which the 
Japanese adjutant gave each 
American a double handclasp and 
with tears in his eyes called them 
“ good friends.” 


the manner of the attack, which is purely 
aggressive. We respectfully suggest that 
pacifism and Christianity too should begin at 
home. “ Charity suffereth Jong, and is kind 

. is not easily provoked, thinketh no 


evil. asarey ¢ 
R. and D. O'MALLEY, 
Achbeg, Strov.eferry, Ross-shire. 


Laurence Housman’s thanks 


Will you allow me to thank, through Peace 
News, the many kind friends and members 
of the PPU who have written to me messages 
of cheer and congratulation on my 80th 
birthday? It is a matter of pleasant regret 
to me that they are too many for me to be 
able to write and thank them all individually. 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN, 
Longmeadow, Street, Somerset. 


One-eyed view ? 


“‘ Observer's ’" Commentary on the Chinese 
Communists is very one-sided and ignores the 
Communist side; probably because ‘‘Observer”’, 
is blind in one eye and thereby handicapped. 
Justice to either Chiang Kai-shek or the 
Chinese Communiets cannot be done in a few 
lines, but a study of both sides throuzh such 
publications as Edgar Snow's “‘ Red Star aver 
China,” Agnes Smedley’s ‘‘ Battle Hymn of 
China’? and the Chinese Ministry of Informa- 
tion’a ‘China after Four Years of War” will 
expose the nature of the Chiang Kai-shek 
dictatorship very fully. 1 particularly recom- 
mend the official publication to any person 
with two eyes. 

“ ANTI-NELSON ” 


“Pacifism of the label” 


I read, and re-read, A. E. South’s admirable 
article (June 29) with deep interest. Much 
of it is true, some of it questionable. 


He says that one blushes to recall the naivete 
of PPU pre-war propaganda. . Was it not 
effective, despite desertions? Is not the num- 
ber of COs proportionately higher than in the 
Jast war? 

Again, “‘the idealities cannot be propagated.” 
Without irreverence, may I euggest that 
Christ was o supreme propagandist of ideali- 
ties, with far-reaching results. 

A. E. South despises such cliches as ‘‘ Wars 
will cease when men refuse to fight.” Yet, 
may not thie wholesome truth be averlocked 
as men pin their hopes to San Francisco, eto. ? 
(One sighs to recall Geneva, Locarno, and 
other patent medicines.) An important 
obstacle to peace is the retention of national 
sovereignties, which San Francisco appears 
to favour. How can people be persuaded to 
insist on the abolition of these silly sovereign~ 
ties, without propaganda? 

Finally, may not a pacifist’s distaste ‘for 
propaganda be, at bottom, a dislike of the 
effart and opposition involved? I say this 
without offence, being myself ao skilled 


escapist. 
TOM SULLIVAN, 
22 Galwally Park, Belfast. 
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Antidote sold 
like hot cakes! 


Ny EMBERS of the Manchester 
asi Pacifist Service Unit sold 420) 
copies of Victor Gollancz’s pamphlet, | 
“What Buchenwald REALLY Means,” 
m eight days, outside the Daily 
Express Horror - Camp Exhibition 
during its recent visit to the city. 

They also distributed 250 copies of 
the National Peace Council’s “ Belsen ” 
leaflet. 

While awaiting the arrival of their 
first bulk order of 200 copics of the 
pamphlet from the PPU Bookshop, 
they scoured Manchester bookseilers 
and bookstalls, reselling all the copies 
they could secure. 

All nine full-time members of the 
Unit took part together with three 
part-time members and two PPU 
volunteers. They worked on a rota 
system, selling during their lunch-hour 
and on Saturday afternoon. 

“We found it very easy,” Edgar 
McCoy, one of the sellers, told Peace 
News. “There was no limit to the 
number of copies which could have 
been sold, except that set by lack of: 
time and lack of helpers. We reckon | 
that the selling-rate was at least one 
copy per seller every three minutes. 


“We had plenty of encouraging 
conversations with passers-by. We 
felt that many sales were irrespective 
of the exhibition. We hope others will 
do the same when the exhibition is in 
their locality.” 


Come and jointhem! | 


CAN you sell Peace News at to- 
morrow’s PPU demonstration in | 
Trafalgar Square ? Please phone the. 
Peace News office (STAmford Hill 
2262) without delay if you can. We 
want as many sellers as we can get. 
Harry Mister will meet sellers by 
the steps of St. Martin-in-~the-Fields 
to supply them with copies and 
posters. 


Held over 
The continuation of Frank Lea’s 
article, “ Where there’s a will .. .”, 


which we had hoped to publish this 
week, has had to be held over owing 
to lack of space. 


WILL EUROPE REMAIN DIVIDED? 


“OBSERVER’® CONTINUED 


difference between the reaction to 
Communism in the countries actually 
occupied by the Russians, and _ its 
position, say, in France: where their 
organisation is so much more dis- 
ciplined and efficient than that of other 
parties—and perhaps of the Govern- 
ment itself. It will need a kind of 
unity and resolution of which 
genuinely democratic parties have 
manifested but little in recent history 
to overcome the temptation to jump on 
to the Communist band-waggon in 


‘the political and social confusion of 


France. 


Not what they thought 


Not only are the Communists of 
** Austria disillusioned and_ the 
Communists of Germany likely to be ; 
but those of Hungary have had a 
shock, to judge by this message from 
the Balkan correspondent of PM : 


“A Catholic priest who came from Buda- 
pest told us that the Russians forbade the 
Hungarians to arrange a demonstration on 
their independence day, March 15. Hungarian 
Communists, believing that they were a 
privileged class under Russian occupation, 
defied the order and paraded through the 
main streets, carrying atreamers and_ red 
banners. A Russian regiment stopped them, 
took away their streamers and banners, took 
the marchers into a forced labour camp and 
put them to mending roads.” 


Indigenous Communists everywhere 
are in for a disappointing time, if they 
come within the Russian zone. Only 
those are likely to participate in 
power who have undergone a Moscow 
training. Thus The Sunday Times 
(July 15) reports that “the real 
rulers of Rumania are a little group 
of Comintern-trained Communists.” 
The training makes all the difference 
between the Communist dreamer and 
the Stalinist realist. 


Germany’s unity 


GERGE FLIEGERS, correspondent 
of the Worldover Press (June 
20), describes the San Francisco plan 
as a huge triangular balance-of-power 
system, and thus describes the 


Russian sphere of influence : 

“¥t will include Finland, the Baltic States, 
Poland, the better part of Germany and 
Austria, Czecho-slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Yugoslavia and possibly Manchuria. It will 
pe a tightly knit block of countries ruled by 


POTSDAM’S OPPORTUNITY 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


of Hitler’s chancellorship. But to- 
day we are writing the year 1936, 
and we are still in power.” The 
wndless applause which would follow 
such words was the best psychological 
expression of the German mass. 
Goebbels said what the average 
German thought, but didn’t dare to 
express. 

The German anti-Nazi would have 
agreed in 1933 that he never believed 
‘vat any foreign Power would per- 
mit to Nazi Germany the open re- 
armament which had been denied to 
the Weimar Republic. The Nazi 
would have stressed the importance 
of the last sentence: “. . . and we 
ate still in power.” The Nazi propa- 
gandists understood the mass- 
psychology. “a 

The comparison between the politi- 
cal and economic achievements of the 
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Third Reich, and the increasing 
economic chaos and the political 
decline of the democratic institutions | 
of Germany, and even to a certain 
extent of Europe, have left their own 
psychological traces inside and out- 
side Germany. All the horrors and 
brutalities committed by the Nazi 
clique against their own people and | 
the outside world belong to the for- | 
gettable past, as does the inhuman | 
Allied bombardment of cities like 
Hamburg, Cologne, and Essen. But | 
an ideology, which not only made 
Germany a world Power but made 
starvation an impossibility for the 
German people, will live on—in spite 
of any Allied oppression and perse- 
eution. 


Soil for Hitlerism 


It was the economic conditions in- 
side Germany before 1933 which 
mad: Hitler’s régime possible; for 
similar reasons the Nazi ideology 
could spring up again. 

The Goebbels of tomorrow would 
not need to lay stress on the raw- 
material problem or Germany’s posi- 
tion in the world. He would cry 
“Why didn’t our enemy destroy our 
whole nation before letting a slow- 
starvation policy drive us towards 
self-extermination? If we are not 
worthy to live under God’s sun, have 
the courage and say so, otherwise 


give us the freedom to live and the 
liberty to earn our daily bread.” 
Such words would have a strong 
appeal in a_ political-propaganda 
speech to the German people under 
their present conditions. : 

The Potsdam conference will be of 
positive value only if the Big Three 
recognise that the German people 
must be allowed to work and live. 
The grim sufferings of the coming 
winter months inside Germany will 
bring a new wave of Nazi spirit all 
over Europe. Today, it is too early 
to judge the actions to be taken as 
the result of the Potsdam conference. 
But the answer to the question “Has 
Nazism survived?” will depend not so 
much on the German people as on the 


i occupying Powers. 


Moscow-trained specialists, 
necessarily, but those who know the mind of 
Stalin and his advisers in regard to foreign 
policy. The foreign ministers of many of 
these countries were in San Francisco. After 
talking to them I was convinced that they 
do not want world revolution or communiza- 
tion. But they do believe the only way to 
protect themselves from aggression is to obey 
blindly Moscow’sa orders on the handling of 
their foreign affairs.” 


This may be true in the main. And 
as the world stands today, there is 
nothing to be done about it. But the 
alarming part of it is that “ the better 
part of Germany ” should come within 
the Russian sphere of political and 
economic influence. That, if it hap- 
pens, will be fatal. We need not 
assume that it will happen. But we 
must be clear about the alternative. 
It is that Germany should be clean 
outside any particular sphere of in- 
fluence, and should be a permanently 
disarmed, political and economic 
whole : controlled for as long a period 
as may be necessary by the Great 
Powers acting as the unity they claim 
to be. Nothing could be more disrup- 
tive of the new balance of power than 
a political and economic partition of 
Germany. Even from the point of 
view of the new power-politics, it is 
far better that Germany should be a 
buffer-State. 


Economic needs 


ISARMING Germany may not be 
a simple affair now that it is 
almost impossible to draw the line 
between industrial potential and war 
potential, But the recommendations 
of the reports which have lately been 
made to the American Senate are such 
as to arouse “the fear that the Mor- 
genthau mentality is still in the 
ascendant. It may be unfair to suz- 
gest that under cover of preventing 
Germany from aggression USA 
interests are deliberately working for 
the complete elimination of Germany 
as a commercial competitor: but 
no-one, after reading the report of 
Mr. Leo Crowiey to the Senate Com- 
mittee, could be blind to the danger. 
It is only after a series of drastic 
recommendations which certainly 
could be applied in such a way as to 
accomplish the “ Pastoralization” of 
Germany (which means turning Ger- 
many into a European slum) that a 
principle which should take precedence 
of them all is enunciated : 

“A programme of economic and industrial 
disarmament, effective for the security pur- 
pose, can become the means by which the 
German economy is reoriented to provide for 
the consumer-standards of the people rather 
than the war-madness of the leaders. . . . 
Such a programme can be the first step to- 
wards the industrial development of the 
remainder of Europe in the direction of 2 
balanced economic structure that will prevent 
exploitation and dominance by an_ over- 
powering Germany.” R « 

This presupposes, or implies, a plan 
of Europe itself as an economic unity 
which it should be England’s business 
to champion fearlessly at Potsdam. 
But who has any confidence that she 


'is doing so ? 


Different approaches 


But precisely here is a major prob- 
lem. On what principles is the 
German economy to be _ restored ? 


not Communists 


PEACEMAKERS’ 
MENU 


THE EARL OF LISTOWEL, in 
a letter in the News Chronicle 
on Tuesday, invited readers to 
compare “the menu of the peace- 
makers at Potsdam with that pro- 
vided by General Smuts when he 
visited starving Budapest in the 
spring of 1919.” 

He quoted these extracts con- 
cerning the latter occasion from 
Mr. Harold Nicolson’s Diary, 
published in his ‘ Peace-making, 
1919”: 

“April 4: We lunch off Army rations: 
beans and_ cheese. Bela Kun _ had 
requisitioned the Hungaria for us, which 
is the Ritz of Budapest.” 

“April 5: More bully beef and beans 
for lunch. Smuts presides at our trench- 


meals as if giving us a banquet at the 
Savoy.” 


Private Capitalism or State Social- 


ism ? Here a direct conflict between 
Britain and USSR is not cnly 
possible, but probable. A Moscow 


broadcast on July 18 stated that Dr. 
Alfred Hugenberg, the former leader 
of the National (big-business and 
Pan-German) party, and Hitler’s first 
Minister of Economic Affairs, “ has 
worked out and handed in to the 
British Foreign Office a plan for the 
economic reconstruction of Germany.” 
If that be true, Russia has a right to 
be suspicious. 

Equally, decent men have a right to 
be suspicious of the sinister combina- 
tion of oriental secrecy and ostenta- 
tious luxury in which the Russians 
have set the Potsdam Conference. Is 
this moral atmosphere any better than 
that of monopoly capitalism ? State 
Socialism appears to be equally pro- 
ductive of plutocratic barbarism. 


Anachronism of Franco 


[NX the Spanish Civil War there were 

more killed than in the whole 
British Empire in either of the Warld 
Wars, says Mr. Charles Duff in his 
preface to a valuable collection of 
essays, “Spanish Freedom” (Inter- 
national Publishing Co., 7 Carteret 
Street, S.W.1, 9d.). We must not for- 
get the terrible price paid by the 
Spanish people. It is strange that 
Franco, imposed upon Spain by 
Mussolinj and Hitler, should be still 
in power when they themselves have 
fallen. 

They at least could claim that they 
had the backing of most of their own 
people. The fall of Franco, and the 
liberation of the individualist genius 
of Spain, enriched and chastened by 
its bitter experience of these years of 
repression, might well bring an ele- 
ment of new hope into the darkness of 
Europe. 


A detailed survey of the events leading up 
to the outbreak of war between USA and 
Japan, originally published in New York, has 
now been made available to British readers by 
the Strickland Press, 104 George St., Glasgow, 
C.1. Entitled ‘‘The Truth About Pear] 
Harbour,” by John T. Flynn, it costs 6d. 


Repatriates find peace at last 


Once again, after many years, Peace ever-popular sardine, and cheese, ete. 


News has a correspondent in Paris. 
Below, in her first dispatch, she 
describes a visit to repatriated men 
and women in a Paris hospital. 

FIRST We visit the men. Emaci- 

ated weary faces. Some are, 
asleep, some half-asleep, but all 
brighten up when they see the 
Quaker Star, and receive gladly and 
gratefully the extra food distributed 
to them. The nurses move about on 
their various tasks. 

“How kind they have been!” the 
patients say. However busy they are 
there is always time to help the 
malade. They try all they can to 
bring back to health and strength 
these living skeletons and feed them 
as well as possible. (As an ex- 
internee myself I still think with 
gratitude of the kindness shown to 
us by the French when we were 
liberated in 1944—their gift of 1.000 
francs and double rations for six 
months, when most French people 
were half-starved.) 

The women’s ward is not less 
pathetic than the men’s. Luminous 
eyes shining out of a pale, thin 
framework—eyes that have seen, and 
seeing, not been able to weep. They 
smile now. A radiant smile lights up 
the wan countenances as they receive 
the simple gifts of honey, milk, the 


A young dark-eyed gipsy is hoping 
to get news of her two brothers, so 
long separated from her, 

“On s’occupe...” “on s’occupe’ 
with all the minor details that build 
up the frail tower of happiness—the 
getting into contact with long-lost 
relatives and friends, the little com- 
forts, such as the bottle of fruit- 
juice so longed for during the hot 
days, or even a piece of garlic so 
deliciously welcomed by a pair of 
dazzling southern dark eyes, 

Peace is in the air. 

The doctor is gently feeling a 
painful abdomen, a wife and 
daughters after a long, weary, and 
expensive journey are chatting gaily 
with the long absent one. They have 
brought him all kinds of delicacies 
from home, and his locker is over- 
flowing. 

“No, I don’t need anything today,” 
he says. “Give to someone who 
needs it more.” 

There are smiles that touch more 
than tears. The Angel of Peace is 
bending pitifully over a shrunken 
form that will never suffer any more. 

The others do not seem to notice 
very much. They are so languid and 
weary, but they are at peace and the 
tired eyes close gratefully. 

RIMA RAPER. 
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